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in the heart of many a collector. There is also here
one of the old " crinoline" staircases, the iron
balustrades being bowed outwards from the top in
order to allow free passage to that, happily obsolete,
article of feminine attire.

At a Shelter of this kind a great many different
types of applicant are met with; many a tragedy is
encountered and many a life-story of hard luck or
hard treatment is unfolded; comedy also is not entirely
absent. Guests admitted may vary in type from a
distracted girl, who has attempted to commit suicide
by swallowing a whole bottle of aspirin tablets , to
a wealthy foreigner, temporarily on the verge of
starvation owing to some breakdown in his banking
arrangements. Those in charge of such a Shelter
have to be ever ready to deal with a situation brought
about by any probable or improbable chain of.
circumstances that life can produce.

Another old-established Home supplying emergency
shelter in this district, and technically falling under
a similar classification to the above, may be noticed
here as offering a wide contrast and illustrating the
divergence in the nature of the work. Founded in
1885, it is a Home with accommodation for ten women
only. Any case is accepted and no references are
required. The length of stay is limited to six weeks.
The women making use of this Home are mainly
prostitutes; there are also business girls, domestic
servants and nurses, etc. Many of the latter types are
those who have taken shelter in the crypt of tHe church
of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields and have been passed on
by the rescue worker in charge there. Most difficult
cases are received here; very many are girls from
Piccadilly and the Strand and most of these have
no intention whatever of allowing themselves to
be influenced, merely utilizing the Home as a con-
venient shelter when all else fails. The most that
be dpne in such a SJieJt^r as this is to assume the